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Authors

Tarryn Martin (Botanical Specialist) {Pri. Sci. Nat 008745)

Tarryn has over ten years of experience working as a botanist, nine of which are in the environmental
sector. She has worked as a specialist and project manager on projects within South Africa,
Mozambique, Lesotho, Zambia, Tanzania, Cameroon, Swaziland and Malawi. The majority of these
projects required lender finance and consequently met both in-country and lender requirements.

Tarryn has extensive experience writing botanical impact assessments, critical habitat assessments,
biodiversity management plans, biodiversity monitoring plans and Environmental Impact Assessments
to International Standards, especially to those of the International Finance Corporation (IFC). Her
experience includes working on large mining projects such as the Kenmare Heavy Minerals Mine,
where she monitored forest health, undertook botanical impact assessments for their expansion
projects and designed biodiversity management and monitoring plans. She has also project managed
Environmental Impact Assessments for graphite mines in northern Mozambique and has a good
understanding of the Mozambique Environmental legislation and processes.

Tarryn holds a BSc (Botany and Zoology), a BSc (Hons) in African Vertebrate Biodiversity and an MSc
with distinction in Botany from Rhodes University. Tarryn’s Master’s thesis examined the impact of
fire on the recovery of C3 and C4 Panicoid and non-Panicoid grasses within the context of climate
change for which she won the Junior Captain Scott-Medal (Plant Science) for producing the top MSc
of 2010 from the South African Academy of Science and Art as well as an Award for Outstanding
Academic Achievement in Range and Forage Science from the Grassland Society of Southern Africa.
Tarryn is a professional member of the South African Council for Natural Scientific Professionals {since
2014).

Amber Jackson {Faunal Specialist) (Cand. Nat. Sci)

Amber has over ten years’ experience in environmental consulting and has managed projects across
various sectors including mining, agriculture, forestry, renewable energy, housing, coastal and
wetland recreational infrastructure. Most of these projects required lender finance and therefore met
both in-country, lender and sector specific requirements.

Amber completed the IFC lead and Swiss funded programme in Environmental and Social Risk

Management course in 2018. The purpose of the course was to upskill Sub-Saharan African
environmental consultants to increase the uptake of E&S standards by Financial Institutions.
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Amber specialises in terrestrial vertebrate faunal assessments. She has conducted large scale faunal
impact assessments that are to international lender’s standards in Mozambique, Tanzania, Lesotho
and Malawi. In South Africa her faunal impact assessments comply with the protocols for the specialist
assessment and minimum report content requirements for environmental impacts on terrestrial
biodiversity and follows the SANBI Species Environmental Assessment Guideline. Her specialist input
goes beyond impact assessments and includes faunal opportunities and constraints assessments,
Critical Habitat Assessments, Biodiversity related Management Plans and Biodiversity Monitoring
Programmes.

Amber holds a BSc {Zoology and Ecology, Environment & Conservation) and BSc (Hons) in Ecology,
Environment & Conservation from WITS University and an MPhil in Environmental Management from
University of Cape Town. Amber’s honours focused on the landscape effects on Herpetofauna in
Kruger National Park and her Master’s thesis focused on the management of social and natural aspects
of environmental systems with a dissertation in food security that investigated the complex food
system of informal and formal distribution markets.
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Declaration of Independence

Tarryn Martin (Botanical Specialist)

I, Tarryn Martin, declare that, in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act
No. 107 of 1998), as amended and the Amended Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations,
2017;

| act as the independent specialist in this application;

| will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in
views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant;

I declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such
work;

| have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including
knowledge of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity;
| will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation;

| have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;

I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in
my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing - any decision to be
taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and - the objectivity of any
report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority;
All the particulars furnished by me in this report are true and correct; and

| realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 48 and is punishable in terms
of section 24F of the Act.
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Amber Jackson (Faunal Specialist)

I, Amber Jackson, declare that, in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998
{(Act No. 107 of 1998), as amended and the Amended Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations, 2017;

| act as the independent specialist in this application;

{ will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in
views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant;

| declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such
work;

I have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including
knowledge of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity;
| will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation;

| have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;

I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in
my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing - any decision to be
taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and - the objectivity of any
report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority;
All the particulars furnished by me in this report are true and correct; and

| realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 48 and is punishable in terms
of section 24F of the Act.
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consideration by the National Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment {DFFE) who
will review the Basic Assessment (BA) and grant or refuse authorisation. The HIA report will outline
any management and/or mitigation requirements that will need to be complied with from a heritage
point of view and that should be included in the conditions of authorisation should this be granted.

1.4. The author

Dr Jayson Orton has an MA (UCT, 2004) and a D.Phil {Oxford, UK, 2013), both in archaeology, and
has been conducting Heritage Impact Assessments and archaeological specialist studies in South
Africa (primarily in the Western Cape and Northern Cape provinces) since 2004 (please see
curriculum vitae included as Appendix 1). He has also conducted research on aspects of the Later
Stone Age in these provinces and published widely on the topic. He is an accredited heritage
practitioner with the Association of Professional Heritage Practitioners {APHP; Member #43) and
also holds archaeological accreditation with the Association of Southern African Professional
Archaeologists (ASAPA) CRM section (Member #233) as follows:

e Principal Investigator: Stone Age, Shell Middens & Grave Relocation; and
¢ Field Director: Colonial Period & Rock Art.

1.5. Declaration of independence

ASHA Consulting (Pty) Ltd and its consultants have no financial or other interest in the proposed
development and will derive no benefits other than fair remuneration for consulting services
provided.

2. LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT

2.1. National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) No. 25 of 1999

The NHRA protects a variety of heritage resources as follows:
e Section 34: structures older than 60 years;
¢ Section 35: prehistoric and historical material (including ruins) more than 100 years old as
well as military remains more than 75 years old, palaeontological material and meteorites;
* Section 36: graves and human remains older than 60 years and located outside of a formal
cemetery administered by a local authority; and
e Section 37: public monuments and memorials.

Following Section 2, the definitions applicable to the above protections are as follows:

e Structures: “any building, works, device or other facility made by people and which is fixed
to land, and includes any fixtures, fittings and equipment associated therewith”;

* Palaeontological material: “any fossilised remains or fossil trace of animals or plants which
lived in the geological past, other than fossil fuels or fossiliferous rock intended for industrial
use, and any site which contains such fossilised remains or trace”;

e Archaeological material: a) “material remains resulting from human activity which are in a
state of disuse and are in or on land and which are older than 100 years, including artefacts,
human and hominid remains and artificial features and structures”; b) “rock art, being any
form of painting, engraving or other graphic representation on a fixed rock surface or loose
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Mogobe EGI near Kathu, in the Northern Cape Province

Declaration of Independence

|, Elize Butler, declare that -

General declaration:

I act as the independent palaeontological specialist in this application

I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this

results in views and findings that are not favorable to the applicant

| declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in

performing such work;

I have expertise in conducting palaeontological impact assessments, including

knowledge of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the

proposed activity;

| will comply with the Act, Regulations, and all other applicable legislation;

| will take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in section 38 of the
NHRA when preparing the application and any report relating to the application;

I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;
I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material

information in my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of
influencing - any decision to be taken with respect to the application by the competent
authority; and - the objectivity of any report, plan, or document to be prepared by
myself for submission to the competent authority;

| will ensure that information containing all relevant facts in respect of the application
is distributed or made available to interested and affected parties and the public and
that participation by interested and affected parties is facilitated in such a manner that
all interested and affected parties will be provided with a reasonable opportunity to
participate and to provide comments on documents that are produced to support the
application;

I will provide the competent authority with access to all information at my disposal
regarding the application, whether such information is favorable to the applicant or
not

All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct;

I will perform all other obligations as expected a palaeontological specialist in terms
of the Act and the constitutions of my affiliated professional bodies; and

| realize that a false declaration is an offense in terms of regulation 71 of the

Regulations and is punishable in terms of section 24F of the NEMA.
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1 DFFE SPECIALIST REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

1.1 Specialist declaration of independence

Table 1. Specialist declaration of independence.

All intellectual property rights and copyright associated with VRM Africa’s services are
reserved, and project deliverables, including electronic copies of reports, maps, data,
shape files and photographs, may not be modified or incorporated into subsequent
reports in any form, or by any means, without the written consent of the author.
Reference must be made to this report, should the results, recommendations or
conclusions in this report be used in subsequent documentation. Any comments on the
draft copy of the Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) must be put in writing. Any
recommendations, statements or conclusions drawn from, or based upon, this report,
must make reference to it.

This document was completed by Silver Solutions 887 cc trading as VRM Africa, a
Visual Impact Study and Mapping organisation located in George, South Africa. VRM
Africa cc was appointed as an independent professional visual impact practitioner to
facilitate this VIA. |, Stephen Stead, hereby declare that VRM Africa, an independent
consulting firm, has no interest or personal gains in this project whatsoever, except
receiving fair payment for rendering an independent professional service.

Stephen Stead
APHP accredited VIA Specialist

1.2 DFFE Screening Tool Site Sensitivity Verification

In terms of Part A of the Assessment Protocols published in GN 320 on 20 March 2020,
site sensitivity verification is required relevant to the DFFE Screening Tool. The
Landscape Theme was not flagged as a risk area, and as such, only a Basic Visual
Assessment is required that looks the expected Zone of Visual Influence in relation
to the surrounding key landscape themes.
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2. DECLARATION BY THE SPECIALIST

I, Johann Lanz declare that —

| act as the independent specialist in this application;

I am aware of the procedures and requirements for the assessment and minimum criteria for

reporting on identified environmental themes in terms of sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of

the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 1998, as amended, when applying for

environmental authorisation which were promulgated in Government Notice No. 320 of 20

March 2020 (i.e. “the Protocols”) and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020.

I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results

in views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant;

| declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing

such work;

| have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including

knowledge of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed

activity;

I will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation:

I'have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;

| undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information

in my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing —

> any decision to be taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and;

> the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission
to the competent authority;

All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and

I realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of Regulation 48 and is punishable in

terms of section 24F of the NEMA Act.

/

Signature of the Specialist

SoilZA (sole proprietor)

Name of Company:

16 April 2024
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