




































































Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

a. The proposed Euphorbia PV, Hillardia PV and Verbena PV with associated infrastructure for each

development;
. The proposed grid infrastructure for each of the above PV facilities, overlain by the sensitivity map;

¢.  All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g. roads (existing and proposed);

d. The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g. CBAs, heritage sites, wetlands,
drainage lines etc. that will be affected;

e. Bufferareas; and

f. All"no-go” areas.

The above map must be overlain with a sensitivity map and a cumulative map which shows neighbouring
renewable energy developments and existing grid infrastructure.

Google maps will not be accepted.

(c) Public Participation Process

Please ensure that all issues raised and comments received during the circulation of the SR from
registered I&APs and organs of state which have jurisdiction (including this Department's Biodiversity
Section) in respect of the proposed activity are adequately addressed in the Final SR.

Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the Final SR. Should you be
unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted to the Department of the attempts that were
made to obtain comments.

The Public Participation Process must be conducted in terms of Regulation 39, 40 41, 42, 43 & 44 of
the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended.

A comments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the final SR. The C&R report must
incorporate all historical comments for this development. The C&R report must be a separate document
from the main report and the format must be in the table format as indicated in Annexure 1 of this
comments letter. Please refrain from summarising comments made by I&APs. All comments from I&APs
must be copied verbatim and responded to clearly. Please note that a response such as “Noted” is not
regarded as an adequate response to I1&AP’s comments.

The final SR must provide evidence that all identified and relevant competent authorities have been
given an opportunity to comment on the proposed development; particularly the South African
Astronomical Observatory (if applicable), the North West Provincial Department, the District and Local
Municipalities.

(d) Specialist Assessments

il.

Specialist studies to be conducted must provide a detailed description of their methodology, as well as
indicate the locations and descriptions of turbine positions, and all other associated infrastructures that
they have assessed and are recommending for authorisations.

The specialist studies must also provide a detailed description of all limitations to their studies. All
specialist studies must be conducted in the right season and providing that as a limitation, will not be
accepted.

Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting recommendations, the EAP must clearly indicate
the most reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with defendable reascns; and were
necessary, include further expertise advice. st
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Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

iv.  Original signed Specialist Declaration of Interest forms (completed in full) for each specialist study
conducted. The forms have been updated and are available on Department’s website (please use the
Department’s template).

v. It is further brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for
Reporting on identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for Environmental Authorisation, which
were promulgated in Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e. “the Protocols”), and in
Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020 (i.e. protocols for terrestrial plant and animal species),
have come into effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in accordance
with these protocols.

(e) Cumulative Assessment
i.  Should there be any other similar projects within a 30km radius of the proposed development site, the
cumulative impact assessment for all identified and assessed impacts must be refined to indicate the
following:

a. ldentified cumulative impacts must be clearly defined, and where possible the size of the identified
impact must be quantified and indicated, i.e. hectares of cumulatively transformed land.

b. Detailed process flow and proof must be provided, to indicate how the specialist's
recommendations, mitigation measures and conclusions from the various similar developments in
the area were taken into consideration in the assessment of cumulative impacts and when the
conclusion and mitigation measures were drafted for this project.

c. The cumulative impacts significance rating must also inform the need and desirability of the
proposed development.

d. A cumulative impact environmental statement on whether the proposed development must
proceed.

(fy Environmental Management Programme (EMPR)
I A generic EMPr is required for the substation as per GG No.435. Please consult the gazette to determine
the requirements thereof.

i, For the facility and associated infrastructure, the EMPr must fully comply with all the requirements as
stipulated in Appendix 4 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2014), as amended. It
must include the following:

a.  All recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the BAR and the specialist studies
conducted.

b.  An environmental sensitivity map indicating environmentally sensitive areas and features
identified during the assessment process.

C. Measures to protect hydrological features such as streams, rivers, pans, wetlands, etc. and other
environmentally sensitive areas from construction impacts including the direct or indirect spillage
of pollutants.

d. A detailed fire management and protection plan.

i, In addition to the above, the EMPr must comply with Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as
amended.

General

When providing coordinates as part of the information submitted regarding the location of an activity as part of
an application for environmental authorisation, such coordinates must be provided in degrees, minutes and
seconds using the Hartebeesthoek4 WGS84 coordinate system as per regulation 5(6) of the NEMA EIA
Regulations, 2014, as amended. Lt
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Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 21(1) of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014, as amended,
which states that:

“If S&EIR must be applied to an application, the applicant must, within 44 days of receipt of the application by
the competent authority, submit to the competent authority a scoping report which has been subjected to a public
participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects the incotporation of comments received, including
any comments of the competent authority”

You are further reminded that the final SR to be submitted to this Department must comply with all the
requirements in terms of the scope of assessment and content of Scoping Reports in accordance with Appendix
2 and Regulation 21(1) of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended.

Further note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, this application will lapse
if the applicant fails to meet any of the timeframes prescribed in terms of these Regulations, unless an extension
has been granted in terms of Regulation 3(7).

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act,
Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being
granted by the Department.

Yours sincerely

—ft—

Mr Sabelo Malaza

Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Letter signed by: Mr Wayne Hector

Designation: Deputy Director: Priority Infrastructure Projects
Date: 04/04/22

cc. | Anthony de Graaf Euphorbia PV (Pty) Ltd Email; Anthony@atlanticep.com
Ouma Skosana (Registry) North West DEDECT Email: oskosana@nwpg.gov.za

Mr. Tshepo Mosane Ditsobotla Local Municipality Email: tmosane@ditsobotla.co.za
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Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

i,

a. The proposed Euphorbia PV, Hillardia PV and Verbena PV with associated infrastructure for each

development;
. The proposed grid infrastructure for each of the above PV facilities, overlain by the sensitivity map;

c.  All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g. roads (existing and proposed);

d. The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g. CBAs, heritage sites, wetlands,
drainage lines etc. that will be affected;

e. Buffer areas; and

f. All "no-go” areas.

The above map must be overlain with a sensitivity map and a cumulative map which shows neighbouring
renewable energy developments and existing grid infrastructure.

Google maps will not be accepted.

(c) Public Participation Process

i,

Please ensure that all issues raised and comments received during the circulation of the SR from
registered 1&APs and organs of state which have jurisdiction (including this Department's Biodiversity
Section) in respect of the proposed activity are adequately addressed in the Final SR.

Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the Final SR. Should you be
unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted to the Department of the attempts that were
made to obtain comments.

The Public Participation Process must be conducted in terms of Regulation 39, 40 41, 42, 43 & 44 of
the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended.

A comments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the final SR. The C&R report must
incorporate all historical comments for this development. The C&R report must be a separate document
from the main report and the format must be in the table format as indicated in Annexure 1 of this
comments letter. Please refrain from summarising comments made by I&APs. All comments from I&APs
must be copied verbatim and responded to clearly. Please note that a response such as “Noted” is not
regarded as an adequate response to I&AP’s comments.

The final SR must provide evidence that all identified and relevant competent authorities have been
given an opportunity to comment on the proposed development; particularly the South African
Astronomical Observatory (if applicable), the North West Provincial Department, the District and Local
Municipalities.

(d) Specialist Assessments

Specialist studies to be conducted must provide a detailed description of their methodology, as well as
indicate the locations and descriptions of turbine positions, and all other associated infrastructures that
they have assessed and are recommending for authorisations.

The specialist studies must also provide a detailed description of all limitations to their studies. All
specialist studies must be conducted in the right season and providing that as a limitation, will not be
accepted.

Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting recommendations, the EAP must clearly indicate
the most reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with defendable reasons; and were
necessary, include further expertise advice. Lok
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Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

Original signed Specialist Declaration of Interest forms (completed in full) for each specialist study
conducted. The forms have been updated and are available on Department's website (please use the
Department's template).

It is further brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for
Reporting on identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for Environmental Authorisation, which
were promulgated in Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e. “the Protocols”), and in
Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020 (i.e. protocols for terrestrial plant and animal species),
have come into effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in accordance
with these protocols.

(e) Cumulative Assessment

i,

Should there be any other similar projects within a 30km radius of the proposed development site, the
cumulative impact assessment for all identified and assessed impacts must be refined to indicate the
following:

a. Identified cumulative impacts must be clearly defined, and where possible the size of the identified
impact must be quantified and indicated, i.e. hectares of cumulatively transformed land.

b. Detailed process flow and proof must be provided, to indicate how the specialist's
recommendations, mitigation measures and conclusions from the various similar developments in
the area were taken into consideration in the assessment of cumulative impacts and when the
conclusion and mitigation measures were drafted for this project.

¢. The cumulative impacts significance rating must also inform the need and desirability of the
proposed development.

d. A cumulative impact environmental statement on whether the proposed development must
proceed.

(fy Environmental Management Programme (EMPR)

A generic EMPris required for the substation as per GG No.435. Please consult the gazette to determine
the requirements thereof.

For the facility and associated infrastructure, the EMPr must fully comply with all the requirements as
stipulated in Appendix 4 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2014), as amended. It
must include the following:

a.  All recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the BAR and the specialist studies
conducted.

b.  An environmental sensitivity map indicating environmentally sensitive areas and features
identified during the assessment process.

C. Measures to protect hydrological features such as streams, rivers, pans, wetlands, etc. and other
environmentally sensitive areas from construction impacts including the direct or indirect spillage
of pollutants.

d. A detailed fire management and protection plan.

In addition to the above, the EMPr must comply with Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as
amended.

General

When providing coordinates as part of the information submitted regarding the location of an activity as part of
an application for environmental authorisation, such coordinates must be provided in degrees, minutes and
seconds using the Hartebeesthoek94 WGS84 coordinate system as per regulation 5(6) of the NEMA EIA
Regulations, 2014, as amended. Lot
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Chief Directorate. Integrafed Environmental Authorisations

You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 21(1) of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014, as amended,
which states that:

“If S&EIR must be applied to an application, the applicant must, within 44 days of receipt of the application by
the competent authority, submit to the competent authority a scoping report which has been subjected to a public
participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects the incorporation of comments received, including
any comments of the competent authority”

You are further reminded that the final SR to be submitted to this Department must comply with all the
requirements in terms of the scope of assessment and content of Scoping Reports in accordance with Appendix
2 and Regulation 21(1) of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended.

Further note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, this application will lapse
if the applicant fails to meet any of the timeframes prescribed in terms of these Regulations, unless an extension
has been granted in terms of Regulation 3(7).

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act,
Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being
granted by the Department.

Yours sincerely

—pft—

Mr Sabelo Malaza

Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Letter signed by: Mr Wayne Hector

Designation: Deputy Director: Priority Infrastructure Projects
Date: 04/04/22

cc. | Anthony de Graaf Euphorbia PV (Pty) Ltd Email; Anthony@atlanticep.com
Ouma Skosana (Registry) North West DEDECT Email: oskosana@nwpg.gov.za

Mr. Tshepo Mosane Ditsobotla Local Municipality Email: tmosane@ditsobotla.co.za
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Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

a. The proposed Euphorbia PV, Hillardia PV and Verbena PV with associated infrastructure for each

development;
. The proposed grid infrastructure for each of the above PV facilities, overlain by the sensitivity map;

c.  All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g. roads (existing and proposed);

d. The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g. CBAs, heritage sites, wetlands,
drainage lines etc. that will be affected;

e. Bufferareas; and

f. All "no-go” areas.

i.  The above map must be overlain with & sensitivity map and a cumulative map which shows neighbouring
renewable energy developments and existing grid infrastructure.

i.  Google maps will not be accepted.

(¢) Public Participation Process
i.  Please ensure that all issues raised and comments received during the circulation of the SR from
registered I&APs and organs of state which have jurisdiction (including this Department's Biodiversity
Section) in respect of the proposed activity are adequately addressed in the Final SR.

ii.  Proofof correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the Final SR. Should you be
unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted to the Department of the attempts that were
made to obtain comments.

ii.  The Public Participation Process must be conducted in terms of Regulation 39, 40 41, 42, 43 & 44 of
the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended.

iv.  Acomments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the final SR. The C&R report must
incorporate all historical comments for this development. The C&R report must be a separate document
from the main report and the format must be in the table format as indicated in Annexure 1 of this
comments letter. Please refrain from summarising comments made by I&APs. All comments from I&APs
must be copied verbatim and responded to clearly. Please note that a response such as “Noted” is not
regarded as an adequate response to I&AP's comments.

v.  The final SR must provide evidence that all identified and relevant competent authorities have been
given an opportunity to comment on the proposed development; particularly the South African
Astronomical Observatory (if applicable), the North West Provincial Department, the District and Local
Municipalities.

(d) Specialist Assessments
i.  Specialist studies to be conducted must provide a detailed description of their methodology, as well as
indicate the locations and descriptions of turbine positions, and all other associated infrastructures that
they have assessed and are recommending for authorisations.

ii. ~ The specialist studies must also provide a detailed description of all limitations to their studies. Al
specialist studies must be conducted in the right season and providing that as a limitation, will not be
accepted.

iil. ~ Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting recommendations, the EAP must clearly indicate
the most reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with defendable reasons; and were
necessary, include further expertise advice. i
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Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

Original signed Specialist Declaration of Interest forms (completed in full) for each specialist study
conducted. The forms have been updated and are available on Department's website (please use the
Department’s template).

It is further brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for
Reporting on identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for Environmental Authorisation, which
were promulgated in Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e. "the Protocols”), and in
Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020 (i.e. protocols for terrestrial plant and animal species),
have come into effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in accordance
with these protocols.

(e) Cumulative Assessment

ii.

Should there be any other similar projects within a 30km radius of the proposed development site, the
cumulative impact assessment for all identified and assessed impacts must be refined to indicate the
following:

a. Identified cumulative impacts must be clearly defined, and where possible the size of the identified
impact must be quantified and indicated, i.e. hectares of cumulatively transformed land.

b. Detailed process flow and proof must be provided, to indicate how the specialist's
recommendations, mitigation measures and conclusions from the various similar developments in
the area were taken into consideration in the assessment of cumulative impacts and when the
conclusion and mitigation measures were drafted for this project.

c. The cumulative impacts significance rating must also inform the need and desirability of the
proposed development.

d. A cumulative impact environmental statement on whether the proposed development must
proceed.

(f) Environmental Management Programme (EMPR)

A generic EMPr is required for the substation as per GG No.435. Please consult the gazette to determine
the requirements thereof,

For the facility and associated infrastructure, the EMPr must fully comply with all the requirements as
stipulated in Appendix 4 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2014), as amended. It
must include the following:

a.  All recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the BAR and the specialist studies
conducted.

b.  An environmental sensitivity map indicating environmentally sensitive areas and features
identified during the assessment process.

o Measures to protect hydrological features such as streams, rivers, pans, wetlands, etc. and other
environmentally sensitive areas from construction impacts including the direct or indirect spillage
of pollutants.

d.  Adetailed fire management and protection plan.

In addition to the above, the EMPr must comply with Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as
amended.

General

When providing coordinates as part of the information submitted regarding the location of an activity as part of
an application for environmental authorisation, such coordinates must be provided in degrees, minutes and
seconds using the Hartebeesthoek94 WGS84 coordinate system as per regulation 5(6) of the NEMA EIA
Regulations, 2014, as amended. v
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Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 21(1) of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014, as amended,
which states that:

“If S&EIR must be applied to an application, the applicant must, within 44 days of receipt of the application by
the competent authority, submit to the competent authority a scoping report which has been subjected to a public
participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects the incomoration of comments received, including
any comments of the competent authority”

You are further reminded that the final SR to be submitted to this Department must comply with all the
requirements in terms of the scope of assessment and content of Scoping Reports in accordance with Appendix
2 and Regulation 21(1) of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended.

Further note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, this application will lapse
if the applicant fails to meet any of the timeframes prescribed in terms of these Regulations, unless an extension
has been granted in terms of Regulation 3(7).

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act,
Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being
granted by the Department.

Yours sincerely

—pft—

Mr Sabelo Malaza

Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Letter signed by: Mr Wayne Hector

Designation: Deputy Director: Priority Infrastructure Projects
Date: 04/04/22

cc: | Anthony de Graaf Verbena PV (Pty) Ltd Email; Anthony@atlanticep.com
Quma Skosana (Registry) North West DEDECT Email; oskosana@nwpg.gov.za

Mr. Tshepo Mosane Ditsobotla Local Municipality Email: tmosane@ditsobotia.co.za
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