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3.5 Wetland Buffer 

The refined wetland delineation and buffers differ marginally in some areas in comparison to 

the wetland scan compiled by the FCG (Figure 9) but are fundamentally similar. 

 

 

Figure 16. Delineated wetlands and 21 m wetland buffers in relation to both development options. 

4. ECO-CLASSIFICATION 

4.1 Present Ecological State 

Methods used to determine the Present Ecological State (PES) of wetlands are provided in 

Appendix 1. The results of the PES assessment determined both the East and West 

unchanneled valley-bottom wetlands to be in a Category B, Largely Natural condition. The 

description for wetlands in this condition is: “Largely natural with few modifications / in good 

health. A small change in natural habitats and biota may have taken place but the ecosystem 

functions are still predominantly unchanged.” 

Fairly minor modifications have occurred with little change to the hydrology and 

geomorphology of both systems. The greatest change has been to the vegetation which 

scored a C, due to the presence of isolated patches of dense alien vegetation. While recent 

clearing of black wattle was observed, it had unfortunately been left lying in wetland habitat 

which can cause smothering of vegetation. Fortunately, local residents are collecting the dead 

trees for firewood.  

 


